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prise he is loath to change his home and district to the dictates of profit. In this respect the most indigenous employment in capital on a large scale must have been the Baldwin ironworks smoking away in the heart of Worcestershire and employing the dwellers of the Severn-side. We have already seen that a higher ethical code was possible under the circumstances and that Socialism was for some years unknown. It should be clear that at the root of the Free Trade idea is that sense of imper-manence and fluidity which threatens the moral integrity of a nation and encourages anarchy and unrest. It is the presumption that what is economically natural is preferable to what is politically desirable. The Liberal always expects his opponent to show the contrary, whereas in the past traders had to overcome the suspicion that their exploits might be harmful to the State.
It is manifest that some artificiality has to exist to check natural fluidity from obliterating national culture. Civilisation totters to-day under the materialistic influences of laisser-faire. Statesmanship being little to do with pure economics and everything to do with politics, has disappeared. Protection has been for thirty years the only weapon with which the statesman could have saved society from the continuance of material progress and cultural extinction. That was the importance of the Tariff Reform campaign, even if its immediate protagonists had other motives, and was the importance of the election of 1906 in the history of modern civilisation. The hope at the moment is scant, because Mr. Baldwin has not proved capable of utilising the experiences of those momentous days. With the employment of capital and labour on a free unprincipled basis the outlook is desperate. Capital having no remunerative employment at home goes elsewhere or disappears. Labour naturally returns into slavery, A world that is swollen with riches and enterprises, ceases to be "credit worthy." The sole responsibility for this rests on the Liberals and their arrogant individualism- The